This will be a useful book for many physicians and pathologists although specialists in infectious disease should already be familiar with its contents. One criticism is the lack of reference, except in the first chapter, to the costs, especially the comparative costs, of any of the drug combinations tested or recommended. Admittedly costs can change as can the value of the currency, but it is unrealistic to ignore the fact that drug combinations, whether they are prescribed widely for say, chest infections, or less frequently in large doses in life-saving emergencies, are expensive; their value is related not only to their effectiveness but inversely to their cost.
Similarly at £5.45 this slim volume is distinctly " pricey ".
H This short book (it can be read in an hour) is a useful introduction to the application of the CO2 laser in tumour surgery. Used as a focussed beam, this can vaporize tumours, the depth of thermal damage depending on the exposure time. Experimental studies have indicated that when used for this purpose, short bursts of high energy safeguard the viability of surrounding tissues. When used as a " knife " a laser beam proved an efficient method for taking a biopsy of bone, but in view of delay in healing, not for a complete osteotomy. It did not prove better than an ordinary knife for experimental hepatic resections, but was believed to be superior to electrosurgery for the vaporization or transection of the stalk of intestinal polyps and tumours.
The physics of lasers and the instrumentation required for surgical use is described and illustrated and a useful reference list is appended.
A (Mary Catterall) , and on computing in radiotherapy (M. Cohen), are among the most effective and should be of most value to the general reader. The remaining chapters take the diseases by system or region and, although dealing mainly with radiotherapy, other aspects of oncology such as cytotoxic chemotherapy aire included. The presentation is competent but variable, Hope-Stone's own chapters on tumours of the nervous system and the reticuloses being particularly well balanced. In most chapters adequate references are quoted to direct further reading. The consultant physician or surgeon who already has a general concept of the potentialities of radiotherapy in the common tumours is unlikely to find this book of help with rarities or unusual complications, but it should help the trainee who wants more general guidance. The reviewer is only too well aware of the speed with which the written word can date. The burning topic in the field of breast malignancy is the place of adjuvant chemotherapy in the management of the early case but this is not mentioned in the chapter on carcinoma of the breast, presumably as this controversy has been widely aired only in the past 2 years, after the manuscript had been passed to the publisher.
The production is beautiful, as it should be at the price. One of the few errors is that although hypernephroma is treated in the text on p. 286 the index refers one to p. 289.
This book does not quite measure up to
